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Dismissed Soldiers Clash With Police in East

Timor
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DILI, East [PHOTOS

Timor — Hundreds of
former soldiers burned
cars and shops in East
Timor's capital Friday, .
sparking violent clashes Click image to enlarge
with police that left at least
two people dead and 27
injured, a hospital official
and witnesses said.

ORE WORLD HEADLINES
The soldiers, who were

iami LINKS
dls,mlssed laSt month for » U.S. Snipers Protect Critical Ramadi Road
striking against From Hotel
"discriminatory" working * FOX News CountryWatch: East Timor
conditions. have held near- « Iran: We're Ready to Negotiate Over Nuclear
daily rallies in Dili this week Program
demanding that their » No Progress in Darfur Peace Talks After First
grlevances be heard. Day of Extended Deadline
» Report: Japan to Pull Out of Irag When U.K.,

But Friday's was the largest Australia Go
and the most violent. + Nepal Leaders Struggle With Cabinet Makeup

_ _ » Mexican Unions Take to Streets in 'A Day
Police fired tear gas at the Without Gringos'
demonstrators after they set nine cars on fire near the offices of Prime

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193608,00.html (1 of 4)5/2/2006 4:20:28 PM


http://servedby.advertising.com/click/site=0000699872/mnum=0000261800/genr=1/tkdt=B0P0R1T0/cstr=1398562=_44570800,2701098893,699872^261800,1_/bnum=1398562
http://www.foxnews.com/index.html

javascript:emailFriend();
http://www.foxnews.com/printer_friendly_story/0,3566,193608,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/foxfan/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/world/index.html
javascript:photoPop('202136/0_21_042806_easttimor.jpg','Riot police chase protesters past burning van in Dili.','AP',350,450);
javascript:pop('http://www.countrywatch.com/fox/country.asp?vCOUNTRY=194','foxcountrywatch',750,600,'yes','no');
javascript:siteSearch('East Timor');
javascript:siteSearch('East Timor');
javascript:siteSearch('Dili');

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193866,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193866,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193880,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193880,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193762,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193762,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193887,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193887,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193884,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193825,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,193825,00.html
http://www.foxnews.com/foxfriends/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/fnctv/daytime/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/cavuto/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/bigstory/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/specialreport/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/foxreport/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/oreilly/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/hannityandcolmes/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/ontherecord/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/fnctv/weekend/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/business/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/views/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/fnctv/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/access/radio.html
http://www.foxnews.com/foxfan/index.html
http://www.foxnews.com/alerts/index.html
javascript:videoMain();

Minister Mari Alkatiri — hours after he promised to investigate the soldiers'
complaints. Shots also could be heard near a local market.

CountryWatch: East Timor

Antonio Caleres, director of the state-owned Guido Valadares hospital, said
two civilians were killed in the clashes, both with gunshot wounds, and 27
others were admitted with injures, including several police.

One officer — identified as the deputy chief of the rapid reaction unit — was
in critical condition with what appeared to be stab wounds, Caleres said.

(Story continues below)

Nearly 600 soldiers — a third of East Timor's armed forces — were
dismissed in March after a monthlong strike to protest what they said was
discrimination in the work force.

Many of them fought against Indonesian rule of East Timor, the world's
newest nation, and said they were routinely passed up for promotions or
given the worst assignments.

Following a closed-door meeting with President Xanana Gusmao on

Friday, Alkatiri said the government had agreed to set up a panel to find
ways to resolve the problem. He said the committee would be made up of
government officials, religious leaders and intellectuals.

Indonesia invaded East Timor in 1975 and ruled the tiny half-island territory
with an iron fist until 1999, when a U.N.-organized plebiscite resulted in an
overwhelming vote for independence.

In a final act of vengeance, withdrawing Indonesian troops and their militia
auxiliaries destroyed much of the country's infrastructure and killed at least
1,500 people.
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